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1898-1927 

3 cm. of textual records  

Biographical Sketch: 

The McVicars were one of Thunder Bay's pioneering families. Robert McVicar (1799?-1864) 

was Chief Trader in the Hudson's Bay Co. and, after retiring in the 1850s, settled in the Thunder 

Bay region. His son George and daughters, Victoria and Christina McVicar, played important 

roles in the growth of the early Lakehead. Robert claimed the property at the mouth of McVicar's 

creek and 50 acres of land were eventually granted to his wife. Christina and Victoria secured 

600 acres in Prince Arthur's Landing for 20 cents an acre and considerable property was held in 

what was later central Fort William from about the 1870s until her death in 1895 when Victoria 

(d. 1899) succeeded her. George was involved in local mining enterprises (Shuniah Mine) and 

held plenty of local property. The family is noted for having dictated policy to the CPR regarding 

the positioning of local terminals and stations.  

Scope and Content 

Series A 25/1/1 - Legal papers 

The will of Victoria McVicar, 1898; probate and recitals of the will of Christina McVicar, 1904; 

power of attorney, H.N. Ruttan to R.A. Ruttan, 1904; and seven items including abstract of title, 

mortgages and agreements relating to property formerly part of McVicar estate.  

 


